
A Model to Learn From 

 

Earlier this year the Department for Communities and Local Government was severely 

criticised by the Communities and Local Government Select Committee for not adequately 

responding to the Committee’s report on the state of Coastal Towns. This report concluded 

that many coastal towns share a number of common social and economic problems that, 

although not exclusive to coastal towns, are significant enough to warrant concerted and 

specific Government action. 

 

As a result of this criticism, the Government re-examined its approach to the development 

and implementation of policy for Coastal Towns and has agreed that there needs to be more 

joined-up thinking on Coastal Towns at both the national and regional level.  

 

Therefore, to provide the national co-ordination, they are proposing a cross-departmental 

working group to look at cross-cutting policy themes, map-out the current framework for 

dealing with generic/specific issues affecting coastal towns and prepare a co-ordinated 

policy response.  

 

At the regional level they are proposing that there should be a RDA Coastal Towns Network 

to share knowledge and good practise. Membership of this network will include, in addition to 

the towns and regions, relevant central government departments (particularly BERR, DCMS, 

DEFRA, DWP, DIUS), national agencies and associations with an interest in coastal/ 

seaside town issues. 

 

There is a lot that could be taken from this approach and applied to tourism. One of the main 

problems that the industry faces is that although DCMS is responsible for national tourism 

policy, much of the legislation and policies that impact upon tourism are the responsibility of 

a wide range of other Government Departments – from DCLG and DEFRA through to the 

Home Office and BERR. The formation of a Cross-Whitehall Tourism Group would be a 

excellent way by which DCMS could show the leadership and championing of tourism that 

the industry require. And we might get a coherent Government strategy on tourism. 

  

At the regional level we already have the SWRDA and VisitEngland led initiative, Partners 

for England, which has been established to provide regional and local co-ordination on 

tourism issues. It would not take much alteration of this initiative to include participation by 

relevant Government agencies to address the need for consistency in the regional 

implementation of Government policies. 

 

At £85bn and employing some 2.1m people, tourism is also significant enough to warrant 

concerted and specific Government action. 

 

 

 

 


